
 

 

  

STAR MAZDA CHAMPIONSHIP AND GP3R ANNOUNCE CONTRACT EXTENSION TO KEEP 

RISING STARS RACING THROUGH THE STREETS OF TROIS-RIVIÈRES THROUGH 2014 

 

GP3R/Trois-Riviéres, Quebec (August 4, 2011) – Gary Rodrigues, founder and President of the Star 

Mazda Championship presented by Goodyear and M. François Bordeleau, Chief Executive Officer of the 

Grand Prix de Trois-Riviéres today 

announced a three-year contract 

extension that will see the premier 

open-wheel driver development series 

in North America competing at the 

famed GP3R through the 2014 season.  

"The GP3R has become a favorite event 

among Star Mazda Championship teams 

and drivers and we're delighted to 

extend our relationship into the future," 

said Rodrigues.  "Everyone likes to come here because the fans are both knowledgeable and 

enthusiastic, and because the entire city of Trois-Riviéres gets into the spirit of the event.  But having a 

good time is not our sole motive; the GP3R circuit is a highly-technical challenge for our drivers, and the 

off-track demands on the drivers, the media, the crowds and the busy schedule are perfect training for 

young drivers on their way up to IndyCar.   It fits perfectly with our mission to provide our drivers with 

the comprehensive, well-rounded education required to make a successful career at the top levels of 

motorsports." 

The Star Mazda Championship has been a fan favorite at the GP3R since its first appearance in 2005; a 

race won by Luis Schiavo.  Subsequent winners have included Matt Varsha (2006), Ron White (2007), 

Peter Dempsey (2008) and Alex Ardoin (2009-2010).  It has also served as a training ground for the next 

generation of Canadian open-wheel racers such as Mikael Grenier, the Stoneham, Quebec native who 

competed in Star Mazda at the GP3R in 2009 and 2010, and will be driving the #22 Moore Racing / 

Xtreme Coil Drilling car in Sunday's Firestone Indy Lights race at Trois-Riviéres – the first since the 1990s.  

Other Canadian racers who competed in the Star Mazda Championship race at GP3R include Stephane 

Roy, Mark Wilkins, Kevin Lacrox and Chris Cumming. 

"The Star Mazda Championship race is always intensely competitive and is one of the highlights of the 

GP3R weekend, even more so this year because there is a race on both Saturday and Sunday," says 

Bordeleau.  "The Trois-Riviéres fans feel a special connection with open-wheel racing because they have 

seen so many top young drivers race here on their way to IndyCar and Formula One, and the Star Mazda 



 

 

Championship has proved over its twenty-one year history that the young drivers you see here this year 

you'll see racing at Indy and Daytona in a few years.  We are proud to be part of that history and look 

forward to seeing the next generation of stars racing in Star Mazda at the GP3R." 

The Grand Prix began in 1967 when members of 

the Club Autosport Mauricien (CAM), decided to 

organize a race in the streets of the city.  Inspired 

by the famed Monaco Grand Prix, Mr. Jean E. 

Ryan, Leon Dufour and Yves Girard, plus a 

committee of about thirty people, organized and 

that has now become one of the most unique 

motorsports events in North America.  The GP3R, 

as it has come to be known, is the site for Rounds 7 & 8 of the 11-race Star Mazda Championship 

schedule for 2011; it is one of three street circuits on the schedule, and the only weekend to host a 

double-header.   

 

About Star Mazda Championship presented by Goodyear 

For 2011, the Star Mazda Championship presented by Goodyear will be a major part of the Mazda Road  

to Indy and will feature a 10-weekend, 11-race schedule, all on major race weekends and most with 

IndyCar.  Two weekends are with the American Le Mans series, and one – the GP3R at Trois-Riviéres, 

Quebec -- is a double-header with Indy Lights.  Rising stars from around the world will be watched by 

more than a million fans as they compete for prizes valued at $1.5 million, including a scholarship to 

move up and race in the 2012 Firestone Indy Lights series.  Drivers 16 and older are welcome to compete 

and the Star Mazda Championship also features the Expert Series for drivers 30 and older. The Star 

Mazda Championship features standing starts, wheel-to-wheel racing at 160 mph and budgets a fraction 

of other top open-wheel ladder series. For more information on the Star Mazda Championship please 

visit www.starmazda.com. 

______________________________ 

For more information on the Star Mazda Championship and its drivers, as well as the Mazda Motorsports 

ladder system, please visit www.starmazda.com and www.mazdausa.com.  For information, interviews 

and photos, please contact Star Mazda Communications Director Peter Frey at (818) 398-5733 or 

StarMazdaPR@aol.com. 

Twitter:  http://www.twitter.com/starmazdaseries 

Facebook:  http://www.facebook.com/starmazdaseries 

______________________________ 
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On any given weekend, there are more Mazdas on the road-race tracks of America than any other brand of 

vehicle.  At the track, you’ll see MX-5 Miata, RX-8, MAZDA3, MAZDA6, RX-7 and other vintage Mazda 

models competing, because every Mazda has the Soul of a Sports Car.  For more information on the 

various Mazda spec series, visit: 

www.mx-5cup.com www.skipbarber.com  www.usf2000.com www.starmazda.com 

Dean Case / Communications Officer / MAZDASPEED Motorsports / (310) 318-4582  

E-mail: MAZDASPEED@MazdaUSA.com 
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